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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 5-8 is withdrawn in view of the newly cited 
prior art to Fehr et al. in U.S. Patent No. 997,283 and Ramseier in U.S. patent No. 
3,628,574. The delay in citation of this art is regretted. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 5 the relationship between the third part, fourth part, 
and fifth part with each other and with the first and second parts is unclear since none is 
disclosed in the claim. Also in claim 5 on line 16 the phrase "available on the market" is 
indefinite since the products sold are constantly changing and not time invariant. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Decock in 
Japan Patent No. 5-195,370 in view of Japan Patent No. 60-1 19,245. Decock discloses 
a single unitary lancet with sections made of different shapes (see figure 9). Japan 
Patent No. 60-1 19,245 teaches making an intricate shaped weaving device out of three 
parts that are subsequently laser welded together. It would have been obvious to adapt 
Decock in view of Japan Patent No. 60-1 19,245 to provide this to more easily make the 
lancet by simply making the parts individually, followed by laser welding them together. 
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5. Claims 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Japan Patent No. 60-1 19,245 A in view of Fehr et al. in U.S. Patent No. 997,283 and / 
Ramseier in U.S. patent No. 3,628,574. Japan Patent No. 60-1 19,245 discloses a / 
heddle (see figure 6) with a three parts with the first part (element 6 in figure 6) and the 
second part (element 4) being differently shaped form one another (and therefore 
having different shape properties). Japan Patent No. 60-1 1 9,245 further discloses 
laser welding the parts together. Japan Patent No. 6-1 19,245 does not disclose that the 
first part is made of wire material or that the second part is made of a stamped piece of 
material, but that the parts are punched. Fehr et al. teaches art recognized equivalence 
of wire and a thin flat strip of metal in a heddle (see column 1 , lines 53-54). Ramseier 
teaches art recognized equivalence of sections that are stamped and punched (see 
column a, lines 34-36). It would have been obvious to adapt Japan Patent No. 60- 

1 19,245 in view of Fehr et al. and Ramseier to provide a first and third section made of 
wire and a middle section that is stamped under the doctrine of equivalents. Regarding 
claim 8, the parts are of the same diameter at the areas in which they are laser welded 
together. 

6. Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geoffrey S Evans whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-1 174. The examiner works a very flexible schedule but can normally be reached 
on Mon-Fri 6:30AM to 4:00 PM, alternate Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Pat Ryan can be reached on (571 )-272-1292. The fax phone number for 

the organization where this application or proceeding isassigned is (571)-273-8300. 

GSE y Gewpeyfc. Evans 

Primary Examiner 
Group 1700 



